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Who was Shakespeare?




Act 1: the framing narrative
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Act I: exposition

BAPTISTA:
. Gentlemen, importune me no farther,
For how | firmly am resolv’d you know;
That is, not to bestow my youngest daughter
Before | have a husband for the elder.
If either of you both love Katherina,
Because | know you well and love you well,
Leave shall you have to court her at your pleasure

Bianca has many suitors and is clearly Baptista’s favourite daughter. He tells
Bianca’s suitors, Gremio and Hortensio, that Bianca may not marry until her
elder sister Katherine is married. Katherine’s temper is established in the first

act but we are also given reason to infer that her bad behaviour is a response
to her father’s favouritism. Act 1 is punctuated with an interlude featuring
Christopher Sly (who wants a moment alone with his ‘wife’).
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Act Il: courting Kate

KATHERINA:

Well have you heard, but something hard of
hearing:

They call me Katherine that do talk of me.

PETRUCHIO:

You lie, in faith, for you are call’d plain Kate,
And bonny Kate, and sometimes Kate the curst;
But, Kate, the prettiest Kate in Christendom,
Kate of Kate Hall, my super-dainty Kate,

For dainties are all Kates, and therefore,

Kate, Take this of me, Kate of my consolation;
Hearing thy mildness prais’d in every town,
Thy virtues spoke of, and thy beauty sounded,—
Yet not so deeply as to thee belongs,—

Myself am mov’d to woo thee for my wife.

KATHERINA:

Mov’d! in good time: let him that mov’d you hither
Remove you hence. | knew you at the first,

You were a moveable.

PETRUCHIO:
Why, what’s a moveable?

KATHERINA:
A joint-stool.

PETRUCHIO:
Thou hast hit it: come, sit on me.

KATHERINA:
Asses are made to bear, and so are you.

PETRUCHIO:
Women are made to bear, and so are you.

Rapid-fire
exchanges

of wit and
wordplay




Act lll: a marriage of true minds

The ‘taming’ of Katherine the shrew starts off cruelly. Her
father more-or-less forces her to marry Petruchio, and if it
weren’t for her impatience at her new husband’s lateness,
we might be tempted to be fooled that she isn’t at all
pleased with the arrangement.

Then Petruchio shows up very late and dressed like a

clown. Instead of allowing the new bride to enjoy her
wedding reception, he forces her to embark on a long
journey back to his home.

Kate is made into a laughing stock on a day that was
supposed to be her triumph over her sister. All the wedding
guests have a laugh at the couple’s expense.

GREMIO: _ o
Went they not quickly, | should die with
laughing.

TRANIO:
Of all mad matches, never was the like.

LUCENTIO:
Mistress, what’s your opinion of your sister?

BIANCA:
That, being mad herself, she’s madly mated.

GREMIO:
| warrant him, Petruchio is Kated.




Act IV: taming Kate

a can attend her sister’s wedding. Petruchio
e is extremely disappointed, especially given the
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Act V



ding rebel
oving lord?—
are so simple
hould kneel for peace,
macy, and sway,
to serve, love, and obey.
soft and weak and smooth,
trouble in the world,







Subplot: Lucentio’s courtship of Bianca

Lucentio and his servant Tranio arrive in Padua with the intention of
studying Philosophy. Lucentio falls in love with Bianca and decides to trade
places with Tranio so that he will be hired as Bianca’s tutor. He conceives
of this ruse in order to spend time with Bianca.

In the fourth act, Lucentio realises that he will need someone to pretend
to be Tranio’s father so that they can assure Baptista that Lucentio is
wealthy and noble enough to marry Bianca. He tricks a travelling pedant
(teacher) into taking on the role by telling the pedant that it is death for
anyone from Mantua to be found in Padua.

In Act Five, Lucentio’s real father, Vincentio, appears in Padua. After some
initial confusion and hilarity due to mistaken identity, Lucentio’s real
identity is revealed to Baptista. Vincentio and Baptista resume marriage
negotiations and the marriage between Bianca and Lucentio goes ahead.



Characters

BAPTISTA MINOLA, a rich
entleman of Padua
INCENTIO, an old gentleman

of Pisa . .

LUCENTIO, son to Vincentio;

in love with Bianca

PETRUCHIO, a gentleman of

Verona; suitor to Katherina

Suitors to Bianca
GREMIO
HORTENSIO

Servants to Lucentio
TRANIO
BIONDELLO

Servants to Petruchio
GRUMIO
CURTIS

PEDANT, set up to personate
Vincentio

Daglj_%lhters to Baptista
KATHERINA, the shrew
BIANCA

WIDOW

Tailor, Haberdasher, and
Servants attending on Baptista
and Petruchio

Persons in the
Induction:

A LORD
CHRISTOPHER SLY,
a tinker

HOSTESS
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PLAYERS
HUNTSMEN
SERVANTS
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https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Taming+of+the+shrew+katherina's+speech&&view=detail&mid=EE3B7D9AF77A53EB2551EE3B7D9AF77A53EB2551&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=/videos/search?q%3DTaming%2Bof%2Bthe%2Bshrew%2Bkatherina%27s%2Bspeech%26FORM%3DHDRSC3
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Taming+of+the+shrew+katherina's+speech&&view=detail&mid=EE3B7D9AF77A53EB2551EE3B7D9AF77A53EB2551&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=/videos/search?q%3DTaming%2Bof%2Bthe%2Bshrew%2Bkatherina%27s%2Bspeech%26FORM%3DHDRSC3
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?view=detail&mid=EE3B7D9AF77A53EB2551EE3B7D9AF77A53EB2551&shtp=GetUrl&shid=1159f045-3f80-466a-b37b-3591f315be9d&shtk=V2lsbGlhbSBTaGFrZXNwZWFyZSBUYW1pbmcgb2YgdGhlIFNocmV3IEthdGhlcmluYSdzIEZpbmFsIFNwZWVjaA%3D%3D&shdk=S2F0ZXJpbmEncyBmaW5hbCBzcGVlY2ggV2lsbGlhbSBTaGFrZXNwZWFyZSB3b3VsZCBub3QgaGF2ZSB3b24gYW55IGF3YXJkcyB3aXRoIGFuIGVuZGluZyBsaWtlIHRoaXMgaW4gdG9kYXlzIGN1bHR1cmUuIEJ1cnRvbiBhbmQgVGF5bG9yICEhIE1hZ25pZmlxdWUhIGFuZCB0aGUgdmVyeSBmaW5hbCBzY2VuZT8gUGV0cnVjaGlvJ3MgcmVzcG9uc2U/IFJpY2hhcmQgQnVydG9uIHF1b3RlIGlzIHNsaWdodGx5IG9mZiB0aGUgYWN0dWFsIFNoYWtlc3BlYXJpYW4gb3JpZ2luYWwuLi4uLiAiSSBoYXZlIHdvbiBiYXR0bGVzIHlvdSBoYXZlIHlldCB0byBmaWdodCwgYW5kIGJlaW5nIGEgd2lubmVyLCBJIGJpZCAuLi4%3D&shhk=/Vk13PkflM6%2Bd77X7wH50Xq0Rs9B6Gv2%2BF1Q3FWIwCY%3D&form=VDSHOT&shth=OSH.kMIyahvb81ku04ajX6pT6A

