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Vowels

Basic vowels

Z5.1,
vowel chart (see par. 3.58). Their positions are as follows:
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THE SPEECH SOUNDS OF ZULU

The vowels of Zulu all lie on the outlines of the

[e] \ ()

—a-
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There is only one a vowel in Zulu which lies be-
tween Cardinal Vowels Nos. 4 and 5, gomewhat
pearer to No, 5. The a of Zulu is therefore an
open or low middle vowel, e.g. -thanda [-thanda]
(love).

the i of Zulu is a close or high front vowel, slightly
lower than Cardinal Vowel No, 1, e.g. -vimba
[-vimba ] (stop)

the e of Zulu is a semi-open middle front vowel,

and lies about halfway between Cardinal Vowels
Nos. 3 and 4, e.g. -senga [-scgga] (milk)

the o of Zulu is a semi-open middle back vowel
which lies about halfway between Cardinal Vowels
5 and 6, e.g. ~bola [ -69la ] (be bad}
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