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Introduction.
A few of the core elements that have preserved Bram Stoker’s Dracula in the minds of mainstream media for generations have been its almost controversial, overt explicitness of sexual desire. A desire showcased to be felt in not only both genders but also covertly suggested to be felt within gendersWHAT?. An idea which would have been absolutely scandalous and socially earthshaking to explore, at the time. Considering Victorian England’s gender expectations and repressive attitudes towards gender and sexualityWRITE IN FULL SENTENCES WITH A SUBJECT, OBJECT AND A VERB PLEASE. This essay aims to explore such concepts, as expressed in the novel especially through the lens of the vampires, particularly Dracula. While also discussing how they might have been seen as a threat to Victorian societal expectations. 
The first sexual scene occurs when Jonathan falls asleep in a far-flung room across the castle ignoring the Count’s warning about not sleeping anywhere that is not his room. He is awakened by the presence of three peculiar figures. Three very attractive, young and alluring women whose image drew no shadow from the moon, who had a set of teeth white as pearl, luscious wavy hair and voluptuous lipsCITATION. The three women in this scene express a desire for Jonathan. Which is hinted and what Jonathan assumes to be sexual but unbeknownst to him, it is something far more nefarious. As the two women with black hair urge the blonde one to go first as “there are enough kisses for all of them” Jonathan freezes in delightful anticipation. However, this feeling does not exist in a vacuum since Jonathan also notes that the seductive way which the vampires approach him and they’re THEIR overall demeanour is deeply unsettling, even going so far as to say that its repulsive. One of the possibilities for this reasoning is the supernatural uncomfortable vibeAVOID SLANG the vampire characters seem to exude.YOU NEED TO FINISH THE THOUGH THAT YOU ARE HAVING ABOUT THE FEMALE VAMPIRES AND THEN MOVE ON TO THE NEXT THOUGHT During Jonathan’s first encounter with the Count, who was disguised as a driver, he notes: “As they sank into the darkness I felt a strange chill, and a lonely feeling come over me”. (Stoker 1897: chp 1). Even though Jonathan had a blanket over his shoulders and a rug on his knees. However, the most likely culprit behind Jonathan’s revulsion might have been that these womenSUDDENLY YOU TALK ABOUT THE DRIVER AND THEN GET BACK TO THE WOMEN, THIS LAST SENTENCE SHOULD HAVE ENDED YOUR PARAGRAPH ABOUT THE WAY IN WHICH THE FEMALE VAMPIRES OVERTURN CONVENTIONAL GENDER NORMS were displaying sexual behaviours which the character Jonathan, like any Victorian man, would have been taught to distain.
Through the lens of a Victorian very idea of a man being at the mercy of three seemingly promiscuous women could not only read as controversial and scandalous, but also threatening to the very ideas of male domination and female innocence.GOOD These three women seem to be the likely victims of Dracula and serve the purpose of being his minions and A harem. Their backstory, names, ages and how they arrived at castle DracULA is never explored in the novel since their characters serve only outlets for Jonathan’s (or the reader’s) sexual desires and Dracula’s underlings. Even though their identity and purpose seem to be tired to men they showcase a degree of power and sexual self-control rarely seen in Victorian women. With leading and providing being considered their primary gender role, men were encouraged to detest dominant sexual behaviours from women; and with servitude and chastity being their gender role women were encouraged to shy away from such behaviours, or dominance as whole. The seductive behaviour of the vampires and Jonathan’s powerlessness against them, when he says, “I felt in my heart a deep burning desire that they would kiss me with those red lips”, (Stoker 1897: chp 3), contradicts what men were expected to want or find attractive in women. SOME OF THESE IDEAS COME FROM SOMEWHERE ELSE, YOU MUST INCLUDE A CITATION
The only other women we can compare the vampires to in the novel are Mina and Lucy Harker who both personify the right ideals and desires Victorian women were supposed to have.GOOD They are both portrayed as being deeply emotional, faithful and pious. With Lucy expressing genuine sympathy for the men, she rejectsWHAT?. While Mina is presented as dutiful and faithful wife as evidenced by her hard work in trying to keep up with Jonathan’s studies. She says, “when we are married, I shall be able to be useful to Jonathan, and if I can stenograph well enough, I can take down what he wants to say in this way I can write it out for him on the typewriter, at which I am also practicing very hard”. (Stoker 1897: chp 5) She was also prepared to devote her entire life to Jonathan as evidenced by her words: “…and that i had nothing to give him except myself, my life, and my trust…” (Stoker 1897: chp 9). While the three vampire brides defy Dracula by expressing desire for and trying to eat Jonathan when Dracula had forbidden it. Even going so far as to mockingly laugh at him when he yells at them for disobeying him saying, “You yourself never loved; you never love”. (Stoker 1897: chp 5) TRY NOT TO END A PARA. ON A QUOTE; ALWAYS EXPLAIN HOW THE QUOTATION ADDS TO YOUR ARGUMENT
To get a richer understanding of any central figure in any novel it is important to first explore the character of the said figure’s author. To not only better understand and contextualize Dracula but what he may represent to Stoker himself. Who being a closeted homosexual himself (as suggested by (Boudreau 2011) in his exploration of his relationship with Henry Irving) in the18nth century London he would have been would have had to bear the brunt of society’s repressive gender expectations. Since the publication of John Polidori’s The Vampyre, which (Rigby PUT THE OPEN BRACKET BEFORE THE DATE AND TRY TO INCLUDE A PAGE NUMBER, OR AT LEAST SOME MARKER FOR ME TO FIND THE TEXT THAT YOU QUOTE.2004) describes as both disquieting and deeply queer, the idea of a demonic charming bloodsucking aristocrat having homosexual connotations was already embedded in the minds of Victorian Londoners. As heretic and socially repulsive it might have been. Hence why reading this book from a heteronormative perspective can blind the reader to these connotations. GOOD
By the second chapter it is already strongly hinted that Jonathan Harker is the true object of the CountsSINGULAR POSSESSIVE desire. As hinted by the scene where Jonathan accidentally cuts himself while shaving, he sees a “demonic furry” overtake the count and he suddenly lunges at him, but Jonathan is saved by the string of pearls around his neck. This scene is particularly interesting considering the undertones of sexual desire suggested by how the count couldn’t control himself upon seeing Jonathan’s blood. Blood and blood sucking in this novel having some sexual undertones, the exchange of bodily fluids to satiate one’s desireUSE FULL SENTENCES. And also the reference to the crucifix which has religious connotations. By understanding the relationship between the history of the relationship of the church and homosexuality it is easy understand why Stoker chose Vampires as the embodiments of his sexual desires. They are dark creatures of the night which hide from the sun during the day and hunt by night. This might be in reference to the still perversive idea that homosexuality and sexual desire is meant to be hidden. It also brings to mind the popular slang term “after nine” which refers to a closeted gay man who sees other men during the dead of night. Stoker’s exploration of homosexual and sexual desire through vampires, creatures associated with darkness, might have been used to allow the reader to explore these concepts without any guilt or much reprisal. Because rRepresenting taboo beliefs through already taboo creatures is less scandalous to the average Victorian, with the image on the surface being condemnation for these desires. From this point of reference, we could perhaps see Dracula as the physical manifestation of Stoker’s own sexual desires, and his anxieties about his own these desires. EXCELLENT ANALYSIS
Reading from this perspective forces us to also consider Jonathan’s predicament, because if the Count represents Stoker’s repressed sexuality than what does Jonathan and his situation representQUESTION MARK. Jonathan notes that he feels chills or uncomfortable whenever the Count he is near. He describes it as a “chill that comes over one at the coming of the dawn” (Stoker 1897 chp: 2). Perhaps one could say that Jonathan represents Stoker himself or the average repressed Victorian. He is ultimately trapped an impregnable fortress with little hope of escape with a bloodsucking vampire as his only source of company. This mirrors the repressed gay experience, in the sense that repression can feel immobilizing and restrictive. Even though the Count is Jonathan’s only source of company he feels deeply uncomfortable whenever he is around him or when confronted with his sexuality. Like the “after nines” which act different during the day Jonathan experiences slight freedom from his Dracula during the day when he leaves the castle. But he always ultimately returns after dark. However, Jonathan soon discovers that Dracula never really leaves the castle during the day and was always present with him all along. Highlighting the idea that societal norms and internalized homophobia cannot erase the most primal of our instincts.  A REFERENCE TO THE CONCEPT ‘AFTER NINE’ WOULD BE USEFUL—DID YOU FIND IT IN YOUR SECONDARY READING? OR IS IT A SOUTH AFRICAN TERM?
Conclusion
Dracula along with his harem of vampire wives expose the failures of man to tame and categorise gender and sexuality, highlighting the fact these two concepts are often beyond the control or sometimes even understanding of cultural norms. Although lust and sexual liberation is associated with the unholy characters in the book, Stoker’s seductive and descriptive retelling of these events helps provide an outlet for a repressed society to explore these concepts. Rather than demonizing them. Elements which make Dracula one of the most iconic gothic novels ever published.
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