The Victorian period was a time whereWHEN women were seen but they couldn’t voice out their opinions. BasicallyCOMMA Victorian women were women of dignity for from the way they dressed by wearing long dresses that didn’t reveal much of skin, and by wearing so they looked respectable in the society. Being a womenSINGULAR (SL.) at that time it was all about obeying and also respecting a man. During that era man whereMEN WERE(?) more powerful over women. It can be noted that man had power or rather controlled women by all means including mentally, physically and also financially in addition women couldn't raise noANY opinions. Perhaps the society viewed man as being superior over women of the Victorian period. MoreoverCOMMA women were expected to get married while they were innocent “virgins" and after marriage they had to have children that they would raise. GOOD GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO THE CONTEXT—INCLUDE SOMETHING ABOUT THE NOVEL DRACULA SO THAT I KNOW WHERE THIS ARGUMENT IS GOING.

ThereforeCOMMA being a Victorian womenSL was all about looking after the children and doing chores, Perhaps showing emotions at that time was not necessary. The Victorian era was a time wherebyWHEN the system neglected the needs of a woman and womaEn were overpowered by maEn (I AM TRYING TO EDIT OUT YOUR CONCORD ERRORS AND KEEP YOUR SINGULARS AND PLURALS CONSISTENT AND BALANCED IN EACH SENTENCE—CAN YOU SEE WHAT I AM TRYING TO SHOW YOU HERE?). However it can be also be acknowledged that the Victorian era most people weren’t happily in love within their marriages or perhaps affection wasn’t dominant at that time. Therefore during the Victorian period womenPLURAL POSSESSIVE rights were extremely limited and due to that women were seen as vessels that needed to be controlled by rule and regulations that only favoured the males. In addition the Victorian era divorce was prohibited, leaving people to be trapped within their marriages. I AM GOING TO NEED A QUOTATION FOR THAT—I THINK DIVORCES WERE LEGALLY ALLOWED AT THE TIME (AT LEAST BY THE TIME DRACULA WAS WRITTEN) BUT SOCIALLY FROWNED UPON.

WRONG CONNECTIVENevertheless the novel Dracula is known as a gothic novel that has horrific and scary chapters, and this novel consists of vampires and bad spirits that only become alive at midnight.HOW DO THE GOTHIC ELEMENTS OF THE NOVEL CONNECT WITH VICTORIAN ATTITUDES TOWARDS MARRIAGE? In this instance we will focus more on the female vampireS (PLURAL) in which they pose a threat to gender expectations of the Victorian period.

NO BIG SPACE! ALL SPACES BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS SHOULD BE THE SAME.

Jonathan Harker is one of the most leading characters within this novel Dracula. HoweverWRONG CONNECTIVE, ALSO, YOU DO NOT NEED A CONNECTIVE HERE he is a businessman who travels and while he travels he also writes everything that he is exposed to. In this case Jonathan travels to Transylvania on business and while he is there, he encounters the vampire known as Count Dracula. Meanwhile Jonathan is engaged to Mina and while he was on business he left Mina but as much as he was gone he made sure that communication between them was stable. In other words Jonathan wrote letters to Mina where he would tell her about the things he had experienced during the course of a day within Transylvania. Drastic issues started when Jonathan went to the castle of Count Dracula where communication between them stopped due to numerous challenges that Jonathan Harker faced. THIS IS NOW SUMMARY—IT WOULD BE ANALYSIS IF YOU COULD CONNECT JONATHAN AND MINA’S RELATIONSHIP TO VICTORIAN IDEAS ABOUT MARRIAGE AND GENDER ROLES—FOR EXAMPLE, THE MAN GOES OUT TO WORK, WHILE HIS FIANCE AWAITS HIS LETTERS IN SOME PLACE ASSOCIATED WITH THE HOME.

Therefore his very first challenge that he went through was when he realised that he was stuck like a prisoner in jail and within the castle it was only him and the Count. Meanwhile he came to the realization that the count was not human after he had witnessed him crawling like a lizard outside the castle at night. At this instance Jonathan was horrified and he feared for his life and also worried about his future with Mina as he also tried ways to escape the castle. Basically when midnight strikes the castle becomes more alive,  wherebyWHEN three female vampires appeared in Jonathan SL POSSESSIVEroom and while he was still surprised by the appearance of these women, one came close to him in a very seductive manner, in which the vampire tried to kiss and bit Jonathan’s neck but while at it, Jonathan got weakened by the actions of the vampire. Count Dracula came in and stopped the vampires from their seductive behaviour towards Jonathan. USE QUOTATIONS AND CITATIONS AND LINK YOUR SUMMARY TO YOUR ANALYSIS RE. GENDER ROLES

Therefore the actions of the vampires posed a threat to repressive gender expectations of the Victorian period. During the Victorian period women weren’t supposed to be seductive or in a simple context women weren’t allowed to express their sexuality. Therefore sexuality involves feelings, thoughts,  attraction and behaviours towards other people. GOOD

Mina Harker is this one character that is seen to be obeyingOBEDIENT as she constantly findS herself worrying about Jonathan who hadn’t been writing to her anymore. This shows how devoted and loyal she was when it came to the relationship that they had. However Mina is probably praised by society for being an intelligent, helpingHELPFUL, courageous and good natured woman. In the novel DraculaUNDERLINE BOOK TITLE Mina is described as HAVING “a man’s brain" and “a women’s heart”REF?, indicating that she shows the characteristics of a Victorian womanNOT EXACTLY—SHE IS A TYPICAL VICTORIAN WOMAN BUT SHE IS ALSO PRAISED FOR HAVING MANLY CHARACTERISTICS—THIS SUGGESTS WOMEN WERE GENERALLY VIEWED AS LESS INTELLIGENT THAN MEN AT THE TIME. However we are introduced to another character known as Lucy. In the novel Dracula Lucy is best friends with Mina, however she is somehow a self-centred and arrogant good looking woman. Therefore within the novel Lucy is approached by three different men who ask for her hand in marriage but she had to choose one. Meanwhile in the passage of the novel Mina ended up being curious as to why she has to choose one amongst the three of the men, and why she can’t have them allREF. This shows Lucy’s sexuality as she challenges the Victorian woman standards. SHE MIGHT WANT TO MARRY ALL THREE MEN, BUT SHE DOES NOT DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT—THIS SUGGESTS THAT SHE REPRESSES HER DESIRES IN ORDER TO FIT IN WITH HER SOCIETY.

With all that has been acquired? shows that during the Victorian period women had principles and standards that they needed to follow and no matter how they felt they couldn’t voice out their own opinions. The novel Dracula strongly believed that women should have morals in such a way that they never revealed any sexual desires.




MARK: 11/20 YOU NEED TO INTEGRATE YOUR IDEAS ABOUT VICTORIAN SEXUALITY WITH YOUR DISCUSSION OF THE EVENTS WITHIN THE NOVEL.
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