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This essay will discuss how the seductive behaviour of the female vampires in a given extract from the novel Dracula by Bram Stoker could be read as a threat to the repressive gender expectations of the Victorian era; then refer to other parts of the novel, especially those involving Count Dracula, to examine other ways vampires challenge conventional attitudes towards gender and sexuality. SPACES BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS SHOULD NOT BE SO BIG—USE DOUBLE SPACING BETWEEN LINES
The female vampiresPLURAL POSSESSIVE behaviour on a given extract from Bram Stoker’s novel Dracula could be read as a threat to the repressive gender expectations of the Victorian period, especially the behaviour of the “three sisters” or Count Dracula’s maids because they are everything a good Victorian womeAn should not be, they are entirely free in their sexual nature. They express, and even initiate sexual acts freely on male characters in the novel, and that strongly contradicts with what was expected and accepted from women during the Victorian period. USE THE EXTRACT AS EVIDENCE AND ANALYSE IT—WHAT IS IT ABOUT THEIR BEHAVIOUR THAT IS ‘ENTIRELY FREE’?
Women were expected to be examples of purity, to lead their lives according to Christian morals. They are expected to be passive, and submissive beings who must not entertain thoughts of sexual nature, and moreover not to engage in any sexual acts with other men rather than their husbands. This period forced women to be irrational, sensitive and dutiful; they are labelled as “angel in the house”REF because their duty lies in the house, caring for their families and raising children, but Count Dracula’s maidsWE DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEIR ROLE IS WITHIN THE CASTLE; THEY APPEAR TO BE THREE WOMEN WHO LIVE THERE are sensual, seductive and wicked which opposes the ideal nature of a good Victorian woman.
Women of the Victorian period are repressed, they are seen as weak beings who depend on men and must live by men’s rules, give their bodies, possessions and their whole to men. The behaviour of female vampires onIN(PREPOSITION CHOICE) Bram Stoker’s novel Dracula challenges and contradicts with such societal norms of the Victorian period; as the “three sisters” are active beings instead of being passive, this goES against the idea that women are powerless beings who depend on men. Quoting (Stoker 1897: Chp.3)PUT THE OPENING BRACKET BEFORE THE YEAR SO THE SENTENCE MAKES SENSE “There was something about them that made me uneasy, some longing and at the same time some deadly fear. I felt in my heart a wicked, burning desire that they would kiss me with those red lips.” The above quotation sees Jonathan Harker admitting to being in fear of the vampires known byAS the “three sisters”, at the same time being lustful of them or desiring that they might kiss him; therefore, they are seen as possessing a tremendous power of pleasure and fear over men. OKAY
When Jonathan Harker is in Transylvania at hotel Dracula, he accidentally cuts himself on the chin while shaving just right before Count Dracula gets inside his room, Dracula notices the cut on Jonathan’s chin and senses his blood, then gets too close to Jonathan’s neck from behind in an attempt to suck off his blood. The way he was up too close to Jonathan Harker suggests the idea of male-to-male sexual desire or lust. Quoting (Stoker 1897. Chp.2) “this time there could be no error, for the man was close to me, and I could see him over my shoulder.” the way Count Dracula got so close to Jonathan Harker challenges the social norms of the Victorian period, even though homosexual relationships were tolerated back then as they’re still tolerated today but the fact is that homosexual relationships were, and still are, not accepted and expected by the majority of the society. EXPRESS YOURSELF MORE CLEARLY—THEY WERE ILLEGAL THEN, AND EVEN IF THEY ARE LEGAL NOW, MANY PEOPLE CONTINUE TO DISCRIMINATE AGAINST HOMOSEXUAL PEOPLE.
Count Dracula sated his thirst for blood through sucking it from Lucy. In doing so, his actions also contradict and challenges the conventional attitudes of gender and sexuality because it is not Lucy’s blood he is drinking but the blood of all the men who have been voluntarily transmitting or giving their blood to Lucy for her survival. Quoting (Stoker 1897. Chp.12) ‘’we must have another transfusion of blood, and that soon, or that poor girl’s life won’t be worth an hour’s purchase’’ when Count Dracula is sucking the blood from Lucy there is an exchange of bodily fluids which CAN BE likened TO the act of sexual intercourse, making Dracula’s act of sucking blood from Lucy another way that challenges conventional attitudes of gender and sexuality of the Victorian era as the exchange of bodily fluids may suggests the idea of him having sexual intercourse with different males. GOOD ANALYSIS—IF A LITTLE ON THE NOSE
Count Dracula’s savageness sees him as one who challenges the social norms of the Victorian period and those of today. His actions make him unfit to live in a society amongst ordinary people, his aim is to infect and destroy humankind through women who would later infect their husbands and eventually all mankind would be infected and cease to exist; his motive and actions strips him off the qualities of a human, making him an animal. QUOTE
The female vampires, especially the three sister’s behaviour in Count Dracula’s castle do not conform to conventional gender roles. Instead of being passive and submissive, they actively pursue and seduce men. Their behaviour interrupts the demureness and purity associated with women of the Victorian era, by taking the initiative, they challenge the notion that women should be passive objects who tends and care for their households, husbands and children.    NEED MORE ABOUT DRACULA AND THE VAMPIRES TO TIE THIS UP
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WHERE ARE THE QUOTATIONS THAT REFERENCE DAVIDOFF IN THE BODY OF YOUR ESSAY? YOU NEED TO SHOW WHERE YOU USED HIS IDEAS, OTHERWISE IT LOOKS AS THOUGH YOU ARE ADMITTING TO PLAGIARISM AT THE VERY END—AND YOU DO NOT WANT THAT.
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