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In Bram Stoker's "Dracula,"TITLES OF POEMS ARE WRITTEN IN INVERTED COMMAS, TITLES OF NOVELS ARE UNDERLINED OR ITALICISED the seductive behavior of the female vampires and the portrayal of Count Dracula himself serve as potent symbols that challenge the repressive gender expectations of the Victorian period. Through an exploration of the passage depicting the seduction of Jonathan Harker and other key moments in the novel, it becomes evident that vampires in "Dracula" subvert traditional gender roles and disrupt conventional attitudes towards sexuality. GOOD INTRO.

Female Vampires' Seductive Behavior, In the passage where the female vampires seduce Jonathan Harker, their actions challenge Victorian gender norms in several ways. Firstly, the vampires exhibit agency and control over their desires, defying the Victorian expectation of women as passive and submissive. Their overt pursuit of Harker subverts the notion of female purity and chastity, posing a threat to Victorian ideals of femininity. Furthermore, the sensuality and eroticism depicted in their behavior directly challenge the Victorian taboo surrounding sexuality and desire, suggesting a rebellion against repressive sexual norms.
QUOTATION?
Count Dracula's Portrayal, Count Dracula himself serves as another manifestation of gender and sexual ambiguity in the novel. His androgynous qualities blur the lines between masculinity and femininity, challenging rigid gender binaries. Dracula's charismatic and alluring demeanor, coupled with his displays of strength and dominance, disrupt traditional notions of masculinity, presenting a complex and multifaceted portrayal of gender identity. Additionally, Dracula's ability to transform into various forms represents a fluidity not only of physical form but also of sexual identity, challenging Victorian understandings of fixed gender roles.

Dracula's Seduction of Mina, Dracula's seduction of Mina Harker further challenges Victorian gender norms by depicting a powerful male figure exerting control over a married woman. This subversion of marital fidelity and the sanctity of marriage undermines Victorian ideals of female purity and submission to male authority. Dracula's manipulation of Mina's desires and emotions demonstrates a disregard for traditional gender roles and reflects a broader critique of patriarchal power dynamics.

In "Dracula," Bram Stoker crafts a narrative that challenges Victorian gender norms and traditional attitudes towards sexuality through the portrayal of vampires, particularly the seductive behavior of female vampires and the ambiguous depiction of Count Dracula. By subverting expectations and presenting characters who defy conventional gender roles, Stoker invites readers to interrogate societal norms and contemplate the complexities of desire, agency, and power in Victorian society.
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