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Question 2 : Compare and contrast atleastTWO WORDS two British characters with atleast two foreign ones in order to outline the basic  differences between the rationality  of the West and the mysticism of the east. Show that these different depictions of East and West reveal about anxieties of colonialism and empire.
In Bram Stoker's novel, "Dracula,"UNDERLINE OR ITALICISE THE TITLE OF BOOKS the character Jonathan Harker makes the observation that "the further east you go, the more unpunctual are the trains." This statement serves as a metaphor for the perceived differences between the rationality of the West and the mysticism of the East. By comparing and contrasting British characters with foreign ones, we can gain insights into the anxieties of colonialism and empire that permeated the late Victorian era.OKAY
First, let's examine the British characters in the novel, particularly Jonathan Harker and Mina Murray. Harker, as a solicitor from England, embodies the rationality and pragmatism associated with the Western mindset. Throughout the novel, he diligently documents his experiences in Transylvania and ultimately plays a key role in thwarting Count Dracula's plans. Harker's determination and logical thinking contrast sharply with the superstitious beliefs and mystical elements present in the Eastern setting. QUOTATIONS FROM THE PRIMARY TEXT? WHERE ARE YOU GETTING THE BASIC INFORMATION ON WHICH YOU BASE YOUR OBSERVATIONS?
Mina Murray, Harker's fiancée, is another British character who symbolizes the rationality of the West. As a schoolteacher WHERE IN THE NIVEL DO YOU LEARN THAT SHE IS A SCHOOLTEACHER? REF!and later as a key figure in the fight against Dracula, Mina demonstrates intelligence, resourcefulness, and a strong sense of duty. Her practical approach to problem-solving complements Harker's resilience and ultimately contributes to the defeat of the vampire.
IN CONTRASTContrastingly, the character of Count Dracula himself embodies the mystique and otherworldly allure of the East. As a vampire, Dracula is shrouded in folklore and superstition, drawing upon Eastern European legends and myths. His powers of seduction and ability to control the elements reflect a deep-seated fear of the unknown and the supernatural, perpetuating the idea of Eastern cultures as enigmatic and dangerous.

In contrast to Jonathan Harker, Mina Murray represents a more nuanced portrayal of British sensibility. As a strong, independent woman, Mina challenges traditional gender roles and demonstrates intelligence and resourcefulness in the face of adversity. One example of this is when Mina takes an active role in helping the men find and defeat Dracula, using her research and organisational skills to aid the group. Her character adds depth to the narrative, highlighting the complexity of Western identities and challenging stereotypes of female passivity. GOOD, BUT I STILL WANT QUOTATIONS
Now, let's turn our attention to the foreign characters in the novel, such as Count Dracula and the vampire brides. Dracula, a centuries-old vampire from Transylvania, embodies the mysticism and otherness associated with the East. His supernatural powers, ability to shape-shift, and control over the elementsGIVE EXAMPLES evoke fear and fascination in the Western characters. Dracula's origins in Eastern Europe further contribute to his exotic and enigmatic persona, which stands in stark contrast to the rationality of the British protagonists.
On the other hand, the character of Renfield, a patient at Dr. Seward's asylum, exemplifies the chaotic and unpredictable nature of the East. Renfield's obsession with consuming living creatures to gain their life force aligns with the exoticism and savagery often associated with non-Western cultures. His descent into madness serves as a cautionary tale, reinforcing the perception of Eastern influences as dangerous and corrupting. OKAY
The vampire brides, who serve Dracula in his castle, represent another aspect of Eastern mysticism. These seductive and otherworldly creatures exert a hypnotic influence over their victims, tempting them with promises of eternal life and forbidden pleasures. One of the lines in ‘’Dracula’’ that shows this phenomenon is when Jonathan Harker describes the encounter with the female Vampires in Dracula’s castle. He recounts how he felt the hypnotic effect as the vampires seduced him with their beauty and promises of eternal lifeQUOTE. Their presence adds a layer of eroticism and danger to the narrative, highlighting the allure and unpredictability of the Eastern setting. 
Through the juxtaposition of British and foreign characters in "Dracula," Stoker underscores the dichotomy between the rationality of the West and the mysticism of the East. The British characters embody qualities such as logic, order, and control, while their counterparts from the East reflect beliefs in magic, superstition, and the unknown. These contrasting depictions reveal the anxieties of colonialism and empire prevalent in the late Victorian era, as Western powers grappled with notions of superiority, cultural dominance, and the fear of the unfamiliar.
Historically, the late 19th century was characterized by the height of the British Empire, with colonies spread across the globe and a sense of imperial pride prevailing in the motherland. The notion of the "white man's burden" and the belief in the civilizing mission of the West were prevalent ideologies that justified colonial expansion and domination. The fear of the unknown, particularly in distant and exotic lands, fueled narratives of barbarism, savagery, and primitive rituals that needed to be conquered and controlled. GOOD—YOU MIGHT WANT TO ACTUALLY QUOT SAID WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT ‘WHITE MAN”S BURDEN’
In this context, "Dracula" can be seen as a reflection of these anxieties surrounding colonialism and empire. The character of Count Dracula represents a foreign threat that infiltrates the heart of England, preying on its citizens and challenging the established order. His Eastern origins, supernatural powers, and disregard for human life evoke fears of invasion, subjugation, and moral corruption. By contrast, the British characters in the novel symbolize the values of civilization, progress, and rationality that stand in opposition to the encroaching darkness of the East.
In conclusion, the contrasts between British and foreign characters in "Dracula" serve as a microcosm of the larger tensions between East and West during the Victorian era. Through these depictions, Stoker explores the complexities of colonialism, empire, and the clash of cultures that defined the period. By examining the rationality of the West against the mysticism of the East, we gain insights into the anxieties, fears, and desires that shaped the imperial mindset of the time. "It seems to me that the further east you go the more unpunctual are the trains," indeed, reflects a deeper truth about the perceived differences between East and West and the lingering specter of colonial domination. 
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