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‘Dracula’ by Bram Stoker
Introduction
This essay will focus on examining how the seductive behaviour of the female vampires are seen as a treat to repressive gender expectations of the Victorian period. As well as how vampires in the novel especially ‘Count Dracula’ challenged the conventional attitudes towards gender and sexuality in the Victorian society. ‘Dracula’ is a gothic horror novel by Bram Stoker in (1897) which is written in an epistolary format, it is being told through letters; dairy entries and newspaper articles. This novel is seen as revolutionary for the Victorian era as it explores the sexual desires which the Victorians disapproved as they saw it as disgusting and inappropriate. The novel acknowledges both genders and sexuality equally. However, at that time England as a whole was a patriarchal society so aspects of gender and sexuality were mutually exclusive.
One of the most repressive gender expectations of the Victorian period was on how Victorian women were seen as people who are not sexual beings, they did not have the power to express their sexual desires. The mentality that a woman’s duty is to be submissive to her husband, must obey that only he has the right to initiate sexual intercourse was instilled in all Victorian women. However, the female vampires in the novel ‘Dracula’ challenges the repressive gender expectations of the Victorian period as they contradict the ideal Victorian woman in context of sexuality. We get to see this in the given extract in (Stoker 1897: chp.3 p.36) when Jonathan explains his encounter with them, how their body language and the way they were referred to him as something juicy they have been long waiting for. This shows how the female vampires are very sexually active and aggressive, seeking out and seducing men for their own pleasure. However, even Jonathan himself contradicts the gender expectations of men in the Victorian period as he did not show an act of resistance when the vampire lady was about to bite his neck. He explains how he closed his “eyes in a languorous ecstasy and waited, waited with beating heart”, showing how he found it very attractive and desired more of it (Stoker 1897). Jonathan contradicts the gender expectation of men in the Victorian period because unlike him, the men at that time ensured and took pride in having a respectful and innocent woman and would be very freaked out by the way the female vampires were so open to sexuality.
Another repressive gender expectation of the Victorian era in the context of sexuality is that all women should protect and take pride of their virginity and purity. Women were expected to abstain from sexual intercourse if they have not married as yet and even during marriage, they must be faithful to their spouse. As well as that having sexual interaction with another person besides your husband was seen as a disgrace These morals are shown through the two female characters ‘Lucy’ and ‘Mina’ have embodied of the ideal Victorian woman who are both still virgins even though Lucy is married to Jonathan and Mina who is soon to be married too Arthur. We see this in (Stoker 1897: chapter 5) when she is approached by three different men which she finds them attractive, although she showed some desire to be with them when she says in (p. 56) “Why can’t they let a girl marry three men, or as many as want her”. However, she knew that she must be loyal Arthur and turns down their proposals and informs them that she already has someone in her life, this may be because she is also scared of being judged and a disgrace in the society.
The way the female vampires portray themselves continues to contradict the way women in the Victorian era were not allowed to show resistance of being in a patriarchal household, men are more dominant than women. A woman did not have much power and freedom of speech in their own home, they must be obedient. The men in the house had the final say and whether it is wrong or right, she should not question her husband or any man she come across. However, the female vampires do not care about what another person have to say, they always want their word to be final and would do anything to satisfy their desires even if it means not obeying to the orders of their master ‘Dracula’. We see this in (Stoker 1897: chp. 3 p.37), when Count Dracula stops the fair vampire woman from biting Jonathan and angrily asks them “How dare you touch him, any of you…. when I had forbidden it?...”, this shows how the female vampires defies their master by trying to feast on Jonathan even though he had ordered them not too. They are also shown in (Stoker 1897: chp.4 p.42) when they continue disobeying Dracula’s orders and reappears one night whilst Jonathan is looking out the window and sees them illuminated by moonlight. They move in a hypnotic fashion which frightens Jonathan away. This shows how the female vampires’ inability is obey and put themselves inferior to men are a challenge to the conventional attitudes towards the gender equality during the Victorian period. 
Count Dracula also challenges the conventional attitudes towards gender and sexuality that took place during the Victorian period in many ways. Firstly, his physical appearance contradicted how Victorian males appeared. Victorian men were expected to be masculine and this was a result of the patriarchal values they had whereas Dracula had feminine qualities such as he was seen as beautiful and alluring with long hair, pale skin and red lips. The Count had a harem of female vampires. A harem is when a man has a group of women that are all ‘his own’, more alike a polygamous relationship. So, the Count’s harem represents one of the deepest and unspoken desires of the sexual fantasies that Victorian men had. This challenged the conventional relationship in the Victorian era as at that time relationships were known to be monogamist in order to be seen a ‘proper’ member of the society.
Conclusion
In conclusion, ‘Dracula’ by Bram Stoker is a powerful and subversive analysis on how the repressive gender expectations and conventional attitudes towards gender and sexuality in the Victorian period in the 18th century even up till the 21st century.  I state this because, the message about gender a sexuality as still relevant now as they were when it was first published in 1897. Women are currently seen as powerful, independent and sometimes dangerous, it is also now normal for men to be vulnerable and beautiful.
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TITLES OF BOOKS AND PLAYS SHOULD BE UNDERLINED OR ITALICISED. YOUR ARGUMENT, GRAMMAR AND SPELLING ARE ALL GOOD. MY CONCERN IS THAT YOU DO NOT USE ENOUGH QUOTATIONS FROM THE PRIMARY TEXT TO SUPPORT YOUR ANALYSIS. ONE NEEDS EVIDENCE UPON WHICH TO BUILD AN ARGUMENT. PARAPHRASING IS FINE, BUT IT IS NOT SOMETHING ONE USES ALL THE TIME.
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