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This essay will discuss how the seductive behaviour of the female vampires in a given extract from the novel Dracula by Bram Stoker could be read as a threat to the repressive gender expectations of the Victorian era; then refer to other parts of the novel, especially those involving Count Dracula, to examine other ways vampires challenge conventional attitudes towards gender and sexuality.
The female vampires’ behaviour in a given extract from Bram Stoker’s novel Dracula could be read as a threat to the repressive gender expectations of the Victorian period, especially the behaviour of the “three sisters” or Count Dracula’s maids because they are everything a good Victorian woman should not be, they are entirely free in their sexual nature. They express, and even initiate sexual acts freely onWITH male characters in the novel, and that strongly contradicts with what was expected and accepted from women during the Victorian period. Quoting Stoker (1897. Chp.3) “there was a deliberate voluptuousness which was both thrilling and repulsive, and as she arched her neck she actually licked her lips like an animal, till I could see in the moonlight the moisture shining on the scarlet lips and on the red tongue as it lapped the white sharp teeth. Lower and lower went her head as the lips went below the range of my mouth and chin and seemed to fasten on my throat.” Their behaviour emphasizes just how entirely, sexually free they are unlike the ideal woman of the Victorian period. GOOD RESPONSE TO MY LAST COMMENT
Women were expected to be examples of purity, to lead their lives according to Christian morals. They are expected to be passive, and submissive beings who must not entertain thoughts of sexual nature, and moreover not to engage in any sexual acts with other men rather than their husbands. This period forced women to be irrational, sensitive and dutiful; they are labelled as “angel in the house”. Quoting Leonore (1979) they were expected to be domestic, godly and to be the ones to bring men closer to God, however the “three sisters” represent evil, wickedness and are on a side that clashes and look down on the divine and higher power.
Women of the Victorian period are repressed, they are seen as weak beings who depend on men and must live by men’s rules, give their bodies, possessions and their whole to men. The behaviour of female vampires in Bram Stoker’s novel Dracula challenges and contradicts with such societal norms of the Victorian period; as the “three sisters” are active beings instead of being passive, this goes against the idea that women are powerless beings who depend on men. Quoting Stoker (1897: Chp.3) “There was something about them that made me uneasy, some longing and at the same time some deadly fear. I felt in my heart a wicked, burning desire that they would kiss me with those red lips.” The above quotation sees Jonathan Harker admitting to being in fear of the vampires known as the “three sisters”, at the same time being lustful of them or desiring that they might kiss him; therefore, they are seen as possessing a tremendous power of pleasure and fear over men.
When Jonathan Harker is in Transylvania at hotel Dracula, he accidentally cuts himself on the chin while shaving just right before Count Dracula gets inside his room, Dracula notices the cut on Jonathan’s chin and senses his blood, then gets too close to Jonathan’s neck from behind in an attempt to suck off his blood. The way he was up too close to Jonathan Harker suggests the idea of male-to-male sexual desire or lust. Quoting Stoker (1897. Chp.2) “this time there could be no error, for the man was close to me, and I could see him over my shoulder.” the way Count Dracula got so close to Jonathan Harker challenges the social norms of the Victorian period, homosexual relationships between men were illegal then, time went by and they became legal but even though, many people continue to discriminate against homosexual people in many societies; although the minority group of people tolerate them. YOU NEED TO BE MORE DIRECT ABOUT WHAT YOU ARE SAYING ABOUT THE BOOK HERE
Count Dracula sated his thirst for blood through sucking it from Lucy. In doing so, his actions also contradict and challenges the conventional attitudes of gender and sexuality because it is not Lucy’s blood he is drinking but the blood of all the men who have been voluntarily transmitting or giving their blood to Lucy for her survival. Quoting Stoker (1897. Chp.12) ‘’we must have another transfusion of blood, and that soon, or that poor girl’s life won’t be worth an hour’s purchase’’ when Count Dracula is sucking the blood from Lucy there is an exchange of bodily fluids which can be likened to the act of sexual intercourse, making Dracula’s act of sucking blood from Lucy another wayACTION that challenges conventional attitudes of gender and sexuality of the Victorian era as the exchange of bodily fluids may suggests the idea of him having sexual intercourse with different males which was strictly illegal during the Victorian era.
Count Dracula’s savageness sees him as one who challenges the social norms of the Victorian period and those of today. His actions make him unfit to live in a society amongst ordinary people or mortals, his aim is to infect and destroy humankind through women who would later infect their husbands and eventually all mankind would be infected and cease to exist; his motive and actions strips him off the qualities of a human, making him an animal. Quoting Stoker (1897. Chp. 23) “my revenge is just begun! I spread it over centuries, and time is on my side. Your girls that you all love are mine already. And through them you and others shall yet be mine, my creatures, to do my bidding and to be my jackals when I want to feed. Bah!” the fact that Dracula wants to turn each and everyone into a vampire and end human race, makes him a danger to humanity and an alien amongst humans and therefore unfit to live within the society.
The female vampires, especially the three sister’s behaviour in Count Dracula’s castle do not conform to conventional gender roles. Instead of being passive and submissive, they actively pursue and seduce men. Their behaviour interrupts the demureness and purity associated with women of the Victorian era, by taking the initiative, they challenge the notion that women should be passive objects who tends and care for their households, husbands and children.
I would have liked something about what the novel actually does by creating a space to re-evaluate typical gender roles using the gothic horror genre.
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