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This essay serves to explain the seductive behaviour of the female vampires in the novel ‘Dracula’ NOW REMOVE THE QUOTATION MARKS, I SHOULD NOT HAVE TO TELL YOU EVERY STEP AT THIS STAGE!could be read as a threat to repressive gender expectations of the Victorian period. The essay refers to other parts of the novel, especially those involving Count Dracula himself. The essay examines other ways in which vampires challenge conventional attitudes towards gender and sexuality.
The three vampire sisters serve as the threat to the society because their seductive behaviour which is portrayed in chapter 3 of the novel was unacceptable during the Victorian period. Women were expected to follow men’s steps when it comes to intimacy. It was not acceptable for women to show sexual desires. When these women portray seductive behaviour towards Jonathan Harker, their actions could be seen as a threat during the Victorian period. During the Victorian period women were seen as pure creatures, that are innocent and caring. Women were regarded as weak fragile people whose place was only in the domestic environment. They were not regarded as people who could possess sexual desires of any kind. It is only men that were seen as people who desired sexual intimacy. Women were believed to only have sex to please their husbands. It could be a threat to society during the Victorian period to witness women seducing a man and leading him on by doing seductive actions towards the man. The three female vampire sisters were doing what is regarded as abomination during Victorian period. Women were supposed to stay at home bare children and raise them. They were expected to look after the household and perform all the domestic chores. It is unusual for Jonathan Harker to witness the strange behaviour of these women, he recalls that, “I felt in my heart a wicked, burning desire that they would kiss me with those red lips” (Stoker 1897: chp. 3). They are not doing what is expected by the Victorian period. They could be regarded as women who lack morals and values.
  Welter, states that ‘being a True Woman was such an important responsibility, the ideal of True Womanhood was early printed upon young girls, who were trained to be obedient and exhibit great self-control’. (Welter 1976, p4) There should be an introductory sentence before the quote and another sentence stating the significance of the quotation for your argument after.
When looking at the Count’s behaviour himselfAWK is against the views and beliefs of the Victorian period. The Count seems to be sexually interested toIN other males. This evidence is found in the novel ‘Dracula’ chapter 3CITATIONS DO NOT LOOK LIKE THIS when he finds the three sisters ready to attack Jonathan Harker and he rescues him. He tells the three female vampires not to touch Jonathan Hacker because he belongs to the Count. Here are his words. “How dare you touch him, any of you? How dare you cast eyes on him when I had forbidden it? Back, I tell you all! This man belongs to me! Beware how you meddle with him, or you’ll have to deal with me.” (Stoker 1897, chp 3). The Count has also shown interest in Jonathan Harker when he was having late conversations with him at his study, where he would come so close to him that it made Jonathan Harker to be uncomfortable. REF? This behaviour could be read as a seductive behaviour by the Count towards Jonathan Harker. During the Victorian period, it could be read as the threat to society as witnessing a man showing sexual interest for another man was not even thought of. If it could come out, it could be something diabolicAL and forbidden in the Victorian period. The Victorian period had clear gender roles to be followed by each gender.BUT YOUR LAST POINT WAS ABOUT SEXUALITY, NOT GENDER The Count on the other hand did not follow all the gender roles of the Victorian period because he performed duties that were known to be women duties in his Castle.GOODS, NICE POINT He would prepare food and make Jonathan’s bed; the roles he performed were viewed as women roles but the Count did not follow accordingly. The Count himself poses a thread to repressive gender expectations in the novel.
I THINK WHAT I MISSED IN YOUR LAST SUBMISSION IS THAT YOU STRUGGLE TO PROPERLY ORGANISE YOUR IDEAS AROUND THE CONCEPTS OF GENDER AND SEXUALITY. YOUR IDEAS ARE STILL GOOD THOUGH.
Vampires in the novel challenges the Victorian period’s gender expectations. The three sisters show seductive behaviour towards Jonathan Harker when they getting so close to him as if they would kiss him, which is something that is not seen normal from women expectations, it is rather a strange and confusing behaviour to be done by women. If it could come out to the society, it would make people uncomfortable because they do not expect women to behave the way these three sisters behave. A woman is expected to carry herself with respect and to be reserved. The three sisters do not possess the expected qualities of a woman during the Victorian period, because they are doing something totally different from what is expected from them. The Count’s behaviour also challenges the Victorian period’s expectations because he doesn’t follow a certain gender role. He prepares food and makes Jonathan Harker’s bed, which is something that is expected to be done by a woman not a man. He also challenges the Victorian period expectations by showing intensive sexual interest toward Jonathan Harker who is a male. The vampires are a threat to the Victorian period because they do as they please they do not do according to gender expectations of the Victorian period’s. If people could have been exposed to the vampires’ behaviours it could cause a chaos of unruly individuals who just behave the way they see fit for themselves.
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