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In the following passages I will be explaining how the seductive behaviour of the female vampires in extract could be read as a threat to repressive gender expectations of the Victorian period. Then I will refer to other part of the novel, especially those involving Count Dracula himself, to examine other ways in which vampires challenge conventional attitudes toward gender and sexuality.

Firstly, female vampires were threating the repressive gender expectation of the Victorian period. They did not act as normal women during this period. Normal women were expected to succumb to men. Women were expected to look after the house and perform certain chores. However, female vampires are the ones who initiated voluptuous behaviour towards men. This is evident when Jonathan states that “Lower and lower went her head as the lips went below the range of my mouth and chin and about to fasten on my throat.”(Stoker 1897: chp.1). The female vampires were challenging the expected behaviour from human being. Also trying to manifest what they believed was right for them. Such as wanting to suck blood first, rather than waiting for their master to take a lead. Sentence structure still problematic

Secondly, the female vampires developed a sense of independence amongst the contemporary generation of the Victorian period. Simply because female vampires wanted to become leaders themselves and go against the word of their master. They did not listen to Dracula when he clearly told them to never touch or go near Jonathan before him. Female vampires wanted to lead Dracula, whilst, during this period women were supposed to be led by men. Which categorically determines and demonstrates their will to be equal to men. However, amongst vampires Dracula tries to occupy the role of a men or what is expected from a men. This is supported by him stating that “Back, back, to your own place! Your time is not yet come. Wait! Have patience! Tonight is mine. Tomorrow is yours.”(Stoker 1897: chp.4). Dracula’s statement clearly shows that female vampires wanted to go against his command. Remember that there is a space after the quotation marks end and before the brackets begin

There are various incidents in the novel in which Dracula challengeS conventional attitudes toward gender and sexuality. In the novel Dracula is portrayed as a man who acted voluptuousLY towards other men. On top of that, certain features in his physical appearance were not of a normal man. This includes his hairs and the growth of nails. This is evident when Jonathan states that “The nails were long and fine, and cut to a sharp point. As the Dracula leaned over me and his hands touched me, I could repress a shudder.”(Stoker 1897: chp.2). This contradict with the expectations during this Victorian period. It is only women who were expected to grow their nails and hairs. YOU’VE APPLIED SOM OF MY CHANGES AND NOT OTHERS, WHICH SUGGESTS TO ME THAT YOU STILL FUNDAMENTALLY STRUGGLE WITH CONCORD

The Count’s obsession with other men clearly determines that vampires were challenging contemporary attitudes during The Victorian period. In the novel Dracula, The DraculaCOUNT showed interest in Jonathan. This is supported by Jonathan when he illustrate all the moves that Dracula performed. Furthermore, Dracula touched Jonathan in an unacceptable or uncomfortable way. This is stated by Jonathan “The Count, evidently noticing it, drew back; and with a grim sort of a smile.”(Stoker 1897: chp.2). This act suggests the possibilities of Dracula being homosexual. Which simply implies that Dracula was in love with another man. During Victorian period men were not expected to love each other. This simply indicates that vampires did not treat gender and sexuality as people of the Victorian era. I commented on the quote you chose before because you took it out of context, you must always assume that your reader knows whatever text you are talking about well, and that should cause you to choose quotations carefully.

During the Victorian period man were believed to be providers and possess certain powers which were not equal to that of women. Men were seen as superior compared to women. However, in the world of vampires they all possessed powers. The supernatural powers that Dracula had as a man were equal to the superpowers of the female vampires. They were all able to disappear and control other people’s mind. On the other hand Dracula could initiate his sexual ambitions and also the female Vampires could initiate their desires. This is evident from the novel when Jonathan states that “I could feel soft, shivering touch of the lips on the super sensitive skin of my throat.”(Stoker 1897: chp.3). This implies that the women vampires were not forced to follow the lead of a man, when it comes to seductive behaviour. 

In the Victorian period men were expected to take or make the right decisions, even of behalf of their women. This goes to the extent of associating women with the bad decisions. In the novel when the wolf escaped it is regarded as bad behaviour and Thomas Bilder associates that with women. This is supported by his words he stated “But, there, you cannot trust wolves no more nor women.”(Stoker 1897: chp11). On top of that man command Mina to stop participating in the team that searches for Dracula. They believed that they are making a good decision for her which clearly illustrates that women cannot choose their own path. In the world of vampires women are viewed pivotal beings that can contribute positivelyStill problematic. In the novel Lucy is used as a parasite to suck different bloods from different men. This includes Arthur Holmwood, John Seward, Professor Van Helsing and Quincy Morris. And therefore, Lucy is yet another example of a subservient woman who was serving the interest of a patriarchal vampires.


In conclusion, female vampires were threating the repressive gender expectations of the Victorian period. Simply because female vampires wanted to become leaders themselves and challenge their master, which is a man. Also Dracula was challenging conventional attitudes towards gender and sexuality, Dracula achieve this through obsession towards men. Furthermore, Dracula through his role shows that female vampires have limited freedom.    
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