I know that plagiarizing other writers’ words and ideas is wrong and is a serious academic offence. I declare that this essay is my own work, except for those quotes and paraphrases which I have clearly indicated in the text. Signature: W. N. Ngubane 
Name: Wenzile Nosipho
Surname: Ngubane
Student number: 202002691

The seductive actions of the female vampires in Bram Stoker’s “Dracula” could be interpreted as a challenge to the Victorian era’s established gender roles and sexual norms. The idea that women should be meek and subservient is challenged by the female vampires’ strong and sexually forceful representation. The book also looks at other ways that vampires defy sexual stereotypes and gender conventions, such their capacity for shape-shifting and multiformity. 
The female vampires in this novel are portrayed as attractive and sexually aggressive, which is not how Victorian women were supposed to behave. It was expected of women in that era to be modest, chaste, subservient and pure throughout the Victorian period. QUINCEY Morris even refers Lucy to being “honest-hearted girl” (Stroker,1897,p.55). They were not permitted to follow their own hobbies or express themselves sexually as they were supposed to be housewives and moms. Women were viewed as inferior to men in nearly every aspect and were supposed to be entirely depended on them. Lucy says “we women are so little worthy of them” (Stroker,1897,p.55). It was also expected of them to know little about the world outside their houses. Women in the Victorian era were generally denied agency and speech.
Knowing how Victorian women should behave or what they are meant to be, the female vampires are perceived as a threat to these stereotypes. They are strong, independent, and unafraid to question authority in addition to being sexually aggressive.  All these characteristics go against the expectations placed on women in the Victorian era. Female vampires are not like Victorian women who are “such cowards that we think a men will save us from fears and we marry him” says Lucy (Stroker,1897,p.54). Because female vampire’sPLURAL POSSESSIVE NOT SINGULAR behaviour departs so far from what is seen as ‘proper’ for women at the time, it is possible to interpret it as a threat to the restricted gender standards of the day. STOKER NOT STROKER
Dracula gives voice to female vampires and grants them both agency and speech. In contrast to the expectation that women should be meek and obedient, they are free to express themselves and follow their own desires. Although they are under Dracula’s control, the female vampire in Dracula ITALICISE BOOK TITLES do have some agency for instance, Dracula first seduces Lucy, but she goes on to become a formidable vampire in her own right. Lucy is demonstrated to be crafty, deceptive and alluring these qualities indicate agency. Mina’s character is also demonstrated to have some agency despite being at Dracula’s mercy.
 This posed a challenge to the prevailing gender norms of the era and gave the impression that female vampires posed a threat to the established order of society. They were viewed as dangerous since they were intelligent, and in charge of their own lives. They did not require protection or care because they were not reliant on men. Female vampires intentionally seek out males to suck their blood because they are in charge of their own sexuality. The human males on the other hand, are revealed to be easily seduced and subdued. EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT?
One suchONE SUCH WHAT? is the notion of vampires as gender-fluid or bisexual entities. Because they possess the ability to shapeshift and assume multiple forms, vampires in the book are not limited by conventional gender norms. Jonathan says “the Count! In the moonlight, his face was white as snow save where the scarlet of his lips touched it. I could see the huge, sharp white teeth glistening like daggers.” (Stroker,1897,p.66) This implies that they are not constrained by gender and sexuality norms in society.HOW? EXPLAIN USING CLOSE TEXTUAL ANALYSIS And the notion that vampires are strong sexual beings. The assumption that women should be chaste and pure is challenged by the novel’s enticing and attractive portrayal of vampireS.
Your argument must follow logical steps, so that a quote shows how a vampire is sexy, you explain the association between red lis and sexiness, then you say that this is why vampires are seen as overtly sexual. You need to earn your assertions.
The concept of female vampires as strong characters with the ability to manipulate and control males is explored in the book. The book also questions the notion that femininity is only about being meek and subservient, arguing that female sexuality may also be strong and assertive. The capacity to conflate the lines between human and monster identity is another way that vampires subvert established gender and sexual standards. Yet it is clear that they are allied with evil forces but their charisma remains.
Traditional ideas of gender and sexuality are challenged by Lucy’s transformation from a human to a vampire by Count Dracula. Her narrative demonstrates the strength of desire and the malleability of identity. Her narrative blurs the distinctions between human and monster because she is both a victim and a perpetrator. Lucy is viewed as a simple, innocent young woman who personifies conventional ideas of femininity before to her mutation. But after changing, Lucy turns into a strong, alluring vampire that feeds on males. 
The femininityWHICH? WHOSE? is fundamentally weak and docile.The morality of good and evil is called into question by Lucy’s account, which also raises the possibility that it’s not always easy to distinguish between humans and monsters. Van Helsing says, “In life, she was a sweet, innocent, and noble girl… but in death, she may be a devil.” (Stoker,1897,p.219). This quote shows how Lucy’s transformation blurs the lines between good and evil and challenges the idea that a woman’s purity and innocence were essential parts of her femininity but after she became a vampire all the innocence and being noble changed. The start of this paragraph is promising but the end needs to be clearer
The striking contrast between the two sexes draws attention to the disparity between the authority and independence of the female vampires and the expectations placed on women. The Victorian era’s expectations for men and women’s relationships were directly challenged by this. Contrary to how women were typically portrayed, the female vampires served as a symbol of feminine empowerment. Dr Seward says “it is hard to reconcile the new views with the old facts” (Stroker,1897,p.159). NOW EXPLAIN HOW THIS QUOTATION DEMINSTRATES WHAT YOU SAID EARLIER
Count Dracula challenges gender and sexual norms in numerous ways throughout the book. He is a powerful emblem of the shattering of sexual taboos. Dracula challenges Victorian society’s stringent moral and sexual norms, which restricted sex to heterosexual marriage, by seducing Lucy, Mina and other people. Significance in Victorian society, with a distinct upper class and lower class hierarchy. But because he is a vampire, he is able to cross there lines. He is not constrained by the conventions of social hierarchy and travel freely between the upper and lower strata. QUOTES?
In the Victorian era, the female vampiresWHAT HAPPENED TO THE BOOK? have shown that female are not just beautiful, noble and pure. Females are more than just being married and take care of the house, kids and her husband but they can also chose CHOOSEwho they want to be with, they can be independent and strong also.
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